
Media Studies
ECTS : 3

Description du contenu de l'enseignement :

 This course aims at introducing students with the foundational theories in media studies and methods of analysing media texts.
First, it introduces students to the field of media studies (key authors, debates, concepts), with a special focus on the
relationship between media, culture, and power; second, it helps students situate the theories and concepts in relation to their
lives as informed citizens and working professionals in a mediated global society. Students will also learn to conduct critical
research into and think critically about established categories and hierarchies of power and the role of media in
reinforcing/challenging them. The course looks at the nature of mediated communication, the role of representations, and the
building of an audience that help define media’s place in society.

 The course will consist of theoretical lectures (class topics detailed below), enriched with in-class discussions based on
exercises and analysis of appropriate case studies / examples. These concepts will be applied to a group project and various
individual assignments.

Compétence à acquérir :

 · Develop critical understanding of media through engagement with media products and concepts

· Appreciate and engage with a variety of media texts

· Enjoy and appreciate the media and its role in their daily lives

· Explore the impact of the media and how this influences social values.

Mode de contrôle des connaissances :

 The course evaluation will be based on:

An individual thematic project (50%):

Choose a topic of your choice that allows to reflect on an aspect of media that affects / frightens / excites / exhalts/ inspires you
in your daily life. You are absolutely free to choose whatever you wish as long as it meets those two criteria: 1) it is media-
related; 2) you feel very strong emotions (either positive or negative) towards it.

E.g.: Reality tv, Celebrity culture, Representation, Racism, Toxic fandom, Identity, Business models, Participatory culture,
Media ownership, Pop culture, etc.

The idea of this project is to have you create a content and find the most relevant media format to deliver it. 

If your project fits a digital format, please upload it on Teams before Wednesday 7th November.

If it is a physical format, please hand it to me in class or leave it in my pigeonhole (A113) before Wednesday 7th November. But
you should still provide a description of it on Teams for your classmates to have a good idea of your project for the next
assessment stage and be ready to produce as many physical copies as needed. 

2 individual reviews of your classmates’ work (20%):

Applying the media analysis tools seen in class, you are asked to analyse and review 2 pieces of work done by your
classmates of your choice.

If the work is a physical one, please request a version of it to your classmate.

The review will be a word report to be downloaded on Teams by Monday 13th November.

Response to reviews (bonus      point 5%):

You have the option to write a response to your reviewers and explain how you would take their comments into consideration.

This letter to the reviewers will be a word report to be downloaded on Teams by Wednesday 21st November.

A media and society group project (30%): 



In groups of 5, choose one of the following media industries: 

1. Television, 2. Cinema, 3. Radio/podcast, 4. Magazine/newspaper, 5. Internet/social media, 6. Music, and 7. Video games 

You are asked to prepare a 15 minutes lesson for session 6 (Wednesday 5th December) on the anticipated future of this media
the way you envision it, and on how you think society will be impacted (positively, negatively, both, neutrally,…). If the group
doesn’t hold any consensual opinion, you are welcome to present those differing views. 

You will present your powerpoint in class. Please upload it on Teams by Monday 4th December. Moreover, I ask you to provide
a word report as well, which provides the details of your analysis and argument. Please upload it on Teams as well by the
same deadline. 
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