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Policies in developing countries
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Description du contenu de I'enseignement :

The very large efforts carried out by countries and international organizations to increase income and fight poverty have been
unequally successful. While some countries have seen impressive growth in the last 30 years, 736 million people still live in
extreme poverty, one child out of three is undernourished and lacks access to drinking water. Famines and conflicts keep rising
around the globe, undermining human and economic development.

How to fight poverty and inequality? How to improve the life conditions of millions of people? This course looks at major public
policies and interventions that tackled poverty in developing countries in the past twenty years. After discussing the main
concepts and tools to measure poverty, inequality and human development, we will go deep in analysing actions taken around
the world to improve people’s lives. The course focuses on impact evaluations of public policies tackling the constraints to
human and economic development tied to education, health, gender and agriculture in developing countries. It provides
insights into social policies in developing countries, with a focus on the instruments and the political economy of the
implementation of policies.

Compétence a acqueérir :

The overall objectives of this course are to provide students with an overview of policies in developing countries, with a focus
on the different types of instruments and the political economy of policy implementation. It will also discuss the impacts of
education, health, gender and agricultural policies in developing countries.

The course is based on selected contemporary applied research in development economics, to be read by the students and to
be discussed in class. By the end of the course, the students are expected to master the main challenges related to policies in
developing countries and know the most recent evolutions in this literature. They will also be able to critically assess research

work.

Mode de contréle des connaissances :
Students’ presentation 20%

Final oral exam 70%

Class participation 10%

Bibliographie, lectures recommandées :

Compulsory reading (selected chapters): Duflo, Esther, and Abhijit Banerjee. Poor economics. Vol. 619. New York:
PublicAffairs, 2011.

Optional readings - mostly discussed in class:

o Acemoglu, Daron, and Simon  Johnson. "Disease and development: the effect of life expectancy on  economic
growth." Journal of political Economy115.6  (2007): 925-985.
« Baird, Sarah, Craig McIntosh,  and Berk Ozler. "Cash or condition? Evidence from a cash transfer  experiment."The
Quarterly journal of economics 126.4  (2011): 1709-1753.
o Behrman, Jere R., Susan W.  Parker, and Petra E. Todd. "Do conditional cash transfers for ~ schooling generate
lasting benefits? A five-year follow-up of  PROGRESA/Oportunidades." Journal of Human Resources 46, no. 1 (2011):
93-122.
o BenYishay, Ariel, and A.  Mushfiq Mobarak (2019) "Social learning and incentives for ~ experimentation and
communication." The Review of Economic  Studies86.3: 976-1009.
« Chattopadhyay, R., & Duflo, E., 2004. Women as policy = makers: Evidence from a randomized policy experiment in
India. Econometrica,  72(5), 1409-1443.
o Chaudhury, Nazmul, Jeffrey =~ Hammer, Michael Kremer, Karthik Muralidharan, and F. Halsey Rogers (2006)
"Missing in action: teacher and health worker absence in developing  countries." The Journal of Economic
Perspectives 20, no. 1:  91-116.
o Cohen, Jessica, and Pascaline  Dupas (2010) "Free distribution or cost-sharing? Evidence froma  randomized
malaria prevention experiment." Quarterly journal ~ of Economics 125.1: 1.
o Duflo, Esther (2001) "Schooling  and labor market consequences of school construction in Indonesia: ~ Evidence
from an unusual policy experiment." American  economic review 91.4: 795-813.
o Duflo, Esther (2012) “Women  empowerment and ecoq;)énic development”,Journal of Economic Literature,  vol.50



n.4:1051-1079
Duflo, Esther, Pascaline Dupas, and Michael Kremer (2015), "School governance, teacher incentives,  and pupil-
teacher ratios: Experimental evidence from Kenyan primary  schools", Journal of Public Economics, 123 : 92—110
Dupas, Pascaline. "What ~ matters (and what does not) in households' decision to invest in malaria  prevention?"'The
American  Economic Review (2009): 224-230.
Miguel, Edward, and Michael =~ Kremer. "Worms: identifying impacts on education and health inthe  presence of
treatment externalities." Econometrica 72.1 (2004): 159-217.
Mammen, K. and Paxson, C.  (2000) “Women'’s work and economic development”,Journal of Economic

Perspectives, vol.14 n.4: 141-164
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