
Islam and the State

ECTS : 4

Volume horaire : 36

Description du contenu de l'enseignement :

The emergence of the Association of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt at the end of the 1920s, the Iranian Revolution of 1979,
the attacks of September 11, 2001 on the USA, the attacks on the Bataclan and the Stade de France in 2015, the expansion of
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, the reforms in Saudi Arabia by the Crown Prince Muhammad ibn Salman in the early
2010s, the Iranian-Saudi rivalry in the Middle-East ... The relationship between Islam and politics has been written about
extensively over the last few decades. Observers – academics, experts, journalists, military and intelligence analysts – but also
actors themselves – preachers, state officials, community leaders and militiamen, mere believers – all have a particular
understanding and their own assessment of this link.
But interpretations, theoretical modelling and personal experiences compete with each other, producing a cacophony that is
more often sterile than heuristic. Islam and Islamism on the one hand; Wahhabism, Salafism, jihadism, radicalism,
fundamentalism on the other, are all concepts that generate amalgamations that have real and sometimes unfortunate impacts
on the living together, public policies, the delimitation of public freedoms, as well as international relations and global security.
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This course aims to provide an overview of empirical as well as analytical and theoretical knowledge on the subject of the
interaction between Islam and the notions of state and power. The course will combine historical, sociological and
anthropological approaches in order to provide students with a concrete knowledge of Islam as a religion and as a matrix of a
series of political thoughts that are both sophisticated and different from Western European and North American models. But it
will be just as much a question, through practical and empirical case studies, of engaging an advanced reflection on the
theoretical models and systematic political rationalities carried by ideologies driven by values and history of Islam.
In doing so, this course is fully in line with a classical political science training, by encouraging students, in a comparative
approach, to question and explore the limits of the elementary notions of the discipline, starting with that of the State,
domination and government, deliberative decision-making processes, recourse to collective violence, mobilization, civil war,
secularism, and regalian functions. 

Compétence à acquérir :

This course has three main objectives.
(1) At an empirical level, it aims at giving students a solid knowledge in the political history of Islam and the various forms of
State and political power it has given birth to over more than ten centuries.
(2) The point is also to present a specific understanding of a practice of power far removed from what can be observed in
Western democracies, and to help students being proactive actors at reinventing a possible relationship between a State and
its citizens.
(3) By doing so, this course will also aim at triggering a shared reflection on theoretical concepts of political science, and a
questioning of the universality of some of what western political science sees as basic elementary truths and laws in politics-
inpractice.

At the end of the course, the students enrolled will have an advanced understanding of
(1) Islam as a series of beliefs, ideas, paradigms, values;
(2) Islam as a matrix for different approaches of the notions of State and power;
(3) the main differences between major Islamic and jihadist movements; (4) the role and weight of Islam within the institutional,
political contemporary stakes in Middle-Eastern countries. 

Mode de contrôle des connaissances :

(1) a report on a three-part series (video material delivered in class by instructor)

(2) a book report to be handed at the end of the semester (reference given by instructor in class)

(3) a final examination at the end of the semester. 
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