
Studying the American city: Urban Ethnography, Race and Marginality

ECTS : 6

Description du contenu de l'enseignement :

The course aims to introduce qualitative field studies and sociological works pertaining to the concepts of race, ethnicity,
gender and social inequalities to students. More specifically, the course shows the way urban ethnographers conceived urban
neighborhoods as of utmost value as a laboratory for exploring social interactions. The course will also focus on the
emergence of sociology in the United States at the turn of the twentieth century and explore its legacies. The first weeks of the
course will be devoted to a survey of the contributions of urban sociologists from the 1920s and 1930s such as Robert Ezra
Park and Louis Wirth who proposed novel theories on the notions of ethnicity, race, assimilation and segregation. The course
will also aim to introduce current debates in the social sciences to students regarding the use of these terms in other national
contexts, in France for example, notably the term ‘ghetto’ to depict stigmatized territories in the post-keynesian State. The last
part of the course will allow students to immerse themselves in contemporary ethnographies to explore the issues of urban
marginality, race, gender and public space in the US. Case studies from various cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco,
New York, Chicago and New Orleans will be studied. Overall, the course aims to present the methodologies and qualitative
field study techniques that were pioneered by urban ethnographers in the early 20th century, while providing students with a
better historical and sociological understanding of key notions (race, class, gender, marginality) that are still in use today. The
last course will also deal with the limits of ethnography.

Compétence à acquérir :

The course is structured as an advanced reading seminar in English: students will be able to improve their oral and writing
skills in English and acquire specialised vocabulary in English pertaining to the social sciences. Students will also learn about
the methods of qualitative field study.

Mode de contrôle des connaissances :

- Posting comments (20%). Students will post a short position paper about the assigned readings each week on the online
forum dedicated to the course. Each week, students will be responsible for reading and taking notes on the assigned readings
before coming to class. Students are asked to post their comments on the readings (3-4 lines) no later than 24 hours before
the start of the course session. The comments are designed to provide students with the opportunity to raise any questions
they might have on the readings before class. Students may criticize the texts, answer their fellow students (and thus bounce
back on previous comments) or draw parallels with personal readings in the social sciences. The comments may also provide
a short, detailed analysis of any section of the assigned readings.
- Curating the seminar (30%). A group of students will be required to present the assigned readings and to introduce the
discussion. Students will be required to : 1. Present the document to the whole class. 2. Analyze it carefully and provide some
historical context and/or discuss the arguments. 3. Wrap up their thoughts and ideas in a conclusion. 4. Lead the discussion.
The presentation should last around 20 minutes. It is recommended that presenters consult the online forum postings and
engage with them as a way to start the discussion.
- In-class exam (during week 11). Students will sit a written exam based on the readings and notions acquired during the class.
(50%)

The numerical grade distribution will dictate the final grade. The passing grade for a course is 10/20.
Class participation: Active class participation - this is what makes classes lively and instructive. Come on time and prepared.
Class participation is based on quality of comments, not quantity.
Exam policy: In the exam, students will not be allowed to bring any document (except if allowed by the lecturer). Unexcused
absences from exams or failure to submit cases will result in zero grades in the calculation of numerical averages. Exams are
collected at the end of examination periods.
Academic integrity: Be aware of the rules in Université Paris-Dauphine about plagiarism and cheating during exams. All work
turned in for this course must be your own work, or that of your own group. Working as part of a group implies that you are an
active participant and fully contributed to the output produced by that group.
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